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Office Action Summary 
'TsHo'teL statutory period for reply ,S set to expire 1 MONTH,S, FROM 

NO period for reply is specified above, the max mum f ^tu^onr l»riod ««H app^^^^^^ ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

■ S patent term adjusl-nent See 37 CFR1, 704(b). 

Status 

Dia Responsive to communication(s) filed on ?1 February 2002 . 
1-1 *• • ciMAi 2b)n This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1:32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above c!aim(s) is/are withdrav^n from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 12 Claim(s) m are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10DThedrawing(s)fi.edon_is/are: a)nacceptedorb)n Objected to by t^^ 

Applicant may not request that any objecUon to the dra«ring(s) be held -n abeyance. See 37 CFR 1^5(a). 
Applicant may noi .cm 7 aooroved bO disapproved by the Examiner. 

1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)^ approved d)u W 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priorttv under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 
""o ACnCedgmen, is nnade o, a Cain, ,or ,ore«n prtor«y under 36 U.S.C. § 119,aMd) or («. 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2U certified copies of the priority documents have been received in '^^^'^''^ J^l—. 

3 □ copies Of the certified copies of the priority — ^ ^ ^ ^^'^ 

aoDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
. see the attached Office action for a list of the certified ^p-es not re^.ed. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provis 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language P-isional^applioation has^^^^^^^ rece.e^ 

15) 0 Aclnowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 

Attachment ^^^^^.^^ ^^^^^^ ^p^Q^,3j P3pg, No(s). . 

!)□ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948 & LJ 

3) □ lnfom,a«on Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No( s) . 6)U Otl^er. 

Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-22 and 32. drawn to a spectrometiy instrument for measuring properties of a 
sample, classified in class 356, subclass 326. 

II. Claims 23-3 1 , drawn to a depolarizer, classified in class 359, subclass 483. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this relationship 
are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the 
subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in 
other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars ofthe subcombination as claimed as evidenced by independent claims 1, 17,and32. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as a polarization-scrambling element in a monochromator. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a separate 
status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated 
is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1 . 1 43). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kara E Geisel whose telephone number is 703 305 71 82. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday through Friday. Sam to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Frank 
Font can be reached on 703 308 488 1 . The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application 



• Application/Control Number: 10/081,078 
Art Unit: 2877 Page 3 

orp.cee.„gisassi^eda.703 872 9306forregu,ar_^^^^^ 
~atio„s.Pori„,uiriesofage„era.„. 

^"-"^"^-^«Benera,„atureorre,ati„gtothestatusofthisapp„catio„orpro 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308 1 782. 
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